Tips for Measuring Learning

Learning – the ability to comprehend and retain subject matter.

Measurement – determine a student’s learning abilities.

Evaluation – Critique a student’s performance. Grade students on:

1. growth; 2. effort; 3. aptitude; and 4. compare to others.

====================================================

The longer the test, the better it will be – less chance for error.

Factors for a Good Exam

1. Validity (content & cognitive levels) – may ask colleagues to review exam questions before administering exam(s)

2. Reliability – looking for consistency – often related to the length of the test

3. Objectivity – can reduce error – if multiple graders score the same

Factors to Consider when Designing Multiple Choice Exams
1. Every choice must be plausible – don’t give bad choices
2. Don’t use “none of the above” students can guess and get the correct answer

3. Don’t use “all of the above” – has flaws

4. Group multiple choice questions if you use multiple measures of evaluation
