ALDR 7400

Communication in Agricultural and Environmental Science

Course Syllabus

Fall 2006

Monday: 5:30p.m. – 8:15 p.m.
Tifton Campus – RDC, GSAMS Room

Athens Campus – Conner Hall, GSAMS Room

Griffin Campus – Stucky Building, GSAMS Room

The course syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the instructor may be necessary.

Course Description:

This class will focus on an analysis of communication challenges faced by leaders in agricultural and environmental organizations and their constituents. Basic communication theory and targeted applications such as working with media, conducting advisory group meetings, marketing, negotiation, public affairs communication, networking among stakeholders, and conflict management and resolution required of leaders to sustain and improve organizational effectiveness.

Required Materials:

There are no required text books for this course; class materials will be distributed in class and via Web CT.

Course Structure:
This course is taught Face to Face, via GSAMS, Web CT, and Horizon Wimba.  Instruction will be led from the Rural Development Center in Tifton and Conner Hall in Athens.  All homework assignment submission and e-mail correspondence will occur via Web CT.  Conducting classes at a distance will require advanced planning.  All class materials will be loaded on Web CT at least 24 hours prior to class.

Course Calendar:

August 21
-     Face to Face/GSAMS

-     Introduction to class

· Overview of writing, Dr. Hudson

· Orientation to Web CT, Horizon Wimba, and GSAMS

August 28
-      Horizon Wimba

-      Communication Theories



-      Thematic and topic sentences
-     Discussion of journalistic writing
-     Writing style, journal, technical, informational

September 4
-    No Class
September 11
-     Horizon Wimba - PEAKE


-     Introduction to research paper

· Thinking about your writing patterns and process

· Seven steps to writing a paper

-     Writing an outline

September 18
-     Horizon Wimba - DUNCAN


-     Relevant scholarly journals



-     APA, CBE, and other styles

September 25
-     Horizon Wimba – D & P


-     Researching agricultural topic

· Presenting technical information to a non-technical audience

· Research article to news story

October 2
-      Horizon Wimba – DUNCAN, JOY, HUDSON


-     Take home Midterm

-     Media law, ethics and agriculture

· Editing tips with an agricultural slant

· Writing features to fit the medium and the audience

October 9
-     Horizon Wimba – JOY, DUNCAN, PEAKE 


-     Agricultural public relations. News releases, backgrounders

· Agriculture in the general media

October 16
-     Horizon Wimba – JOY, DUNCAN


-     Perceptions, reality and understanding

· Exploring perceptions of agriculture

· Writing for the general media.

October 23
-     Face to Face/GSAMS



-     Journal Article Presentations
October 30
-     Face to Face/GSAMS



-     Journal Article Presentations
November 6
-      Horizon Wimba – PEAKE, JOY


-      Agricultural media of the future 

·  Electronic Communications

·  Photographs, graphics and related visual elements.
November 13
-      Horizon Wimba – JOY, MARY ANN PARSONS?


-      Marketing and public Relations


-      Interviewing
November 20
-      Horizon Wimba - JOY


-      Crisis communication



-      Planning Communications Campaigns

November 27
-      Face to Face/GSAMS



-      Research Paper Presentations and interviews
December 4
-      Face to Face/GSAMS



-      Research Paper Presentations and interviews
December 11
-      Final Exam
Assignments:

Journalistic writing (article and presentation)

200 points

Newsletter 





100 points

Research Paper




150 points

Interview





150 points

Midterm exam 




150 points

Final exam 





150 points

Participation 





100 points

Total Available Points 



1000 points

.
Course Policies:
Attendance:

Attendance is expected and is a part of your grade.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class and students will be expected to be in class on time.   Legitimate emergencies which prevent your attendance to class will be dealt with on an individual basis and will follow UGA rules.

Participation:

Students are expected to participate in classroom discussions, and in the sharing of ideas and points of view.  This will not only enhance what you get out of the course, but will also enhance the course for your fellow students.  Make every attempt to be in class on time and actively participate.

Academic Misconduct:

Cheating or plagiarism will be reported using official University Procedures.  All academic work must meet the standards contained in “A Culture of Honesty.”  Each student is responsible to inform themselves about those standards before performing any academic work.  With this class in particular students should be aware that calls to schools to check up on student hours are very common.

Appointment:
We have an open-door policy and welcome you in our offices any time, but it is best to make an appointment for important matters because we could be out of our offices teaching other classes or visiting teachers around the state.  
Grading:
All assignments are due on the day announced by the instructor.  25% of the points the assignment is worth will be deducted for each day an assignment is late up to four days.  After four days from the due date no credit will be given for late work.  No work will be accepted after final exams.  This will be adhered to strictly.

Assignments will be graded on professionalism, spelling, grammar, completeness, and how well the student addressed the objectives of the assignment.  Unless otherwise stated, all work is to be “word processed” or typed, double spaced, top and bottom margin of 1” with right and left margins of 1.25”, 12 point Times New Roman font, and all work should have your name at the top of it.

Grades will be earned on the following basis:

930-1000 points = A

900-929 points = A-

880-899 points = B+

830-879 points = B

800-829 points = B-

780-799 points = C+

730-779 points = C

700-729 points = C-

680-699 points = D+

600-679 points = D

< 600 points = F

Provisions for Students with Disabilities:
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other things this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you believe that you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact your instructor and make them aware of your needs.

Instructor:

Dr. Jason B. Peake                                            
Dr. Dennis Duncan       
Office:              116 NESPAL                                  
Office:  
Four Towers

                          Tifton, Georgia                                                         Athens, Georgia
Telephone:        229.386.3085                                  
Telephone:      706.542.1204
Fax:                   229.386.3158                                  
Fax:

706.542.0262
E-mail:              jpeake@uga.edu                             
E-mail:

dwd@uga.edu
