ALDR4600/6600

Issues in Agricultural Development

Global Seminar: Environment and Sustainable Systems

Course Syllabus - Spring 2007
Tuesday & Thursday: 9:30 – 10:45 a.m.

307 Conner Hall 

The Course syllabus is a general plan for the course; deviations announced to the class by the instructor may be necessary.

Course Description: 

This course offers students around the world an opportunity to examine, discuss, and formulate positions on sustainability issues concerning the environment and food systems through case studies.  Student participants focus on a variety of topics that demonstrate the dynamic interrelationships among population demographics (race, religion, gender and ethnicity), social and economic issues, natural resources management, food production, biodiversity, and biotechnology. In addition to the aforementioned interrelationships, students will identify how European cultures affect one’s positions current issues related to food and fiber.
Course Approach:

The Global Seminar relies heavily on modern information and communication technologies to give students the opportunity to interact with global classmates and professors.  Combining international student teams, the Internet, and video, satellite, and telephone technologies, the seminar creates a global classroom spread across six institutions around the world.  Critical reflection and experiential learning are promoted through case studies of real events and people.  Presented by videos and complemented by published background material, the case studies give realism and credibility.  The seminar includes five synchronous videoconferences, and continuous asynchronous discussions throughout the semester using e-mail.  All course materials and information are available on the course web site: www.globalseminar.org.  Cohort VI Partners for the Global Seminar include:

*  University of Georgia, *  University of BOKU, Austria, * Florida A & M University, *Virginia Tech, & * Universita di Udine, Italy

Faculty Objectives: To assist students in developing the skills needed to effectively research, formulate ideas, problem solve, and present positions on global agricultural issues in a dynamic environment with peers from foreign countries.

Student Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 1) Discuss  issues that are impacting agriculture across the globe with peers from both national and international institutions; 2) Effectively debate both sides of a controversial issue; 3) Construct properly documented reflection and issue papers; and 4) Debate issues in a professional manner.
Reflective Essays

Students will write five essays, approximately 2-3 pages, reflecting their thoughts on each of the case study topics. These essays should be a synthesis of readings, class and Internet discussions with fellow students and faculty. Essay format is as follows: Use APA 5th edition for citing references; one inch margins (L,R,T, & B); 12 Times New Roman font; and page numbers centered on bottom of each page. 
Final Paper and Presentation – A compilation of issues that were discussed during the semester (see attachment).
A.  National Student Groups

Students at each university will constitute a national group and as such will be expected to perform two tasks:

i. Discuss and analyze each of the five case studies from the following perspectives: social/cultural, political, economic, technical, environmental, and ethical/philosophical.  Each group will prepare and present a position statement on the case study topic during the videoconference.

ii. Take a leadership role in their assigned international student group if the case study is the one prepared by their university.  Nevertheless, all students are expected to participate fully in the development and presentation of the project.

Student Assessment

This seminar is highly interactive and its success depends on active student participation- sharing experiences and perspectives. Grades for the course will be based on:

	Participation in class, documentation & labs 
	20% 

	Reflective essays on the five case study topics 
	25% 

	Final paper & presentation 
	40% 

	Work Assigned by respective institution 
	15% 


Late Policy: Late assignments will be deducted 10% each day they are late. Any assignment submitted five days after the due date will not be accepted unless the student has made prior arrangements with the instructor.

Graduate Student Case Study – graduate students will work as a team to develop a case study that may be used for future Global Seminar sessions.

University Honor Code and Academic Honest Policy: All academic work must meet the standards contained in “A Culture of Honesty.” Each student is responsible to inform themselves about those standards before performing any academic work. Further information is at: http://www.uga.edu/ovpi/academic_honesty/flowchart_honesty.htm, 
Instructor: 

Dr. Dennis W. Duncan 

Office: 
106 Four Towers Building

Telephone: 
706.542.1204

Fax:

706.542.0262

E-mail: 
dwd@uga.edu 

Office Hours: By appointment. If I am out of the office see Christy (542-8913 or christyf@uga.edu) to make an appointment. 
Academic Support: Any student who feels that they may need an accommodation because of a disability (learning disability, attention deficit disorder, physical, etc.) please make an appointment to see me as soon as possible or contact the Office of Disability Services at 542-8719 or http://www.dissvcs.uga.edu/index.html
Global Seminar Semester Schedule for 2007 

FIPSE Group
All videoconferences and chat sessions will be conducted on Thursdays starting at 9:30 EST

Florida A&M – FAMU; U of Georgia – UGA; Universita di Udine – UNIUD; Boku – BOKU & Virginia Tech - VT
	Week
	Topic
	Guest Speaker
	Wimba Sessions
	VC

	Chat session
	Moderator

	1/9-1/11
	Introduction to GS; Ethics – what does this mean?
	
	
	
	
	

	1/16 – 1/18
	What is BSE? Is it an issue in the US?
	
	1/16
	Informal 1/18 
	
	UGA

	1/23-1/25
	Should consumers be concerned?
	Dr. Silcox 1/23
	
	
	Chat 1/25
	

	1/30-2/1
	Prepare for VC
	
	1/30
	BSE 2/1
	
	UGA

	2/6-2/8
	GM Crops - how far have we come?
	Dr. Wayne Parrott 2/8
	2/6
	
	
	

	2/13-2/15
	Are there risks associated with GM foods?
	
	2/13
	
	Chat 2/15
	

	2/20-2/22
	Can GM foods feed the world?
	Dr. Maria Navarro 2/22
	2/20
	
	
	

	2/27-3/1
	
	
	2/27
	GM - Golden Rice 3/1
	
	FAMU

	3/6-3/8
	GM Policy – Should it control food distribution and research?
	
	3/6
	
	
	

	3/12-3/16
	Spring Break
	
	
	
	
	

	3/20-3/22
	
	Dr. Carl Jordan 3/20
	
	GM – Policy 3/22
	
	UNIUD

	3/27-3/29
	
	
	3/27
	Organic Food Prod. 3/29
	Chat 3/27
	BOKU

	4/3-4/5
	Global Responsibility – what part must I play?
	
	4/3
	
	
	

	4/10-4/12
	Waste reduction, water purification – where does it end?
	
	4/10
	
	Chat 4/12
	

	4/17-4/19
	
	
	4/17
	Global Respon-sibility 4/19
	
	UGA

	4/24-4/26
	Alternative fuel research & reflection
	Ryan Adolphson
4/26
	
	
	
	

	5/1-5/3
	
	
	
	
	
	








