Example Course Syllabus
PRINCIPLES OF BIOLOGY LABORATORY BIOL 1115 

Instructor: Mary Schaeffer 

Office: Derring Room 1003 
Office Phone: 231-6710 
E-mail: mschaeffer
Office hours: 10:00 am - 11:00 pm. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, or by appointment.

Course Number: Biol.1115

Index No.: 

Required Texts: Introductory Biology Laboratory Manual by Schaeffer and Buikema, A Short Guide to Writing about Biology by Pechenik, and Biology by Raven, Johnson, Losos, and Singer 

Course Objectives: Appreciate the complexities in nature. Learn to ask questions about nature. Practice using the scientific method. Develop critical thinking skills 

Dress: Appropriate dress and shoes are required in labs. Appropriate dress includes shirt and closed toe shoes. During some labs long hair must be confined to prevent possible accidents. Students may be barred from class if not dressed appropriately.

Grading:
	Grading scale: 
	
	Approximate weight of Assignments:

	93-100 = A
	
	Lab worksheets and homework 
	35%

	90-92 = A- 
	
	Lab Reports
	20%

	87-89 = B+ 
	
	In class Quizzes
	20%

	83-86 = B 
	
	Lab Participation 
	15%

	80-82 = B- 
	
	Final Exam 
	15%

	77-79 = C+ 
	
	 
	 

	70-76 = C 
	
	 
	 

	67-69 = D+ 
	
	 
	 

	63-66 = D 
	
	 
	 

	60-62 = D- 
	
	 
	 

	<59 = F 
	
	 
	 


Grades will be calculated on the basis of total points earned for the semester for all assignments and exams.

Attendance:

If a lab must be missed, it MUST be made up within the same week it is missed. Arrangements may be made with me to attend another lab session. There will be no make-up exams for lab practicals. The lab final will be given the week of Dec. 1st. If this exam is missed, it must be made up within a week of the scheduled date of that exam. If you must be absent for an extended period of time, notify the dean of your college; I will then have official notification of your absence. Continual tardiness to class is disruptive to the entire class and to the lab group with whom you work. Your grade may be lowered at my discretion for continual tardiness.

Participation:
Your participation grade will reflect your attendance, punctuality, participation in lab exercises, attitude, lab etiquette including proper lab attire, responsible use of lab equipment, cleanup of workspace, and obeying saftey rules. Taking the on-line pre-quizzes prior to class are also part of your particpation grade. 

On-line Quizzes: 
On-line quizzes are pre-lab quizzes and are open manual type quizzes. They must be taken prior to the lab class. Only quizzes with a 70% or better will count. 

Worksheets, Homework and In-class quizzes:

Worksheets are to be done during class and will be collected at the end of the lab class. They will 

Disclaimer:
I reserve the right to change any aspect of this course, including assignments, requirements, and grading, as I deem necessary. I reserve the sole right to assign final grades for the class, and to make unilateral changes, in any aspect of this course without notice. Any other right, policy, or procedure, not explicitly limited or defined in any way, is reserved for myself.

The Virgina Tech Honor Code will be followed and enforced in this class. A link to the Virginia Tech Honor Code is below. Please go to this site now and be very familiar with it. Copying another's work, cheating on exams or quizzes and plagarism of another's work, whether another student's or something found on-line will not be tolerated in this class. http://www.honorsystem.vt.edu/
